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a currently valid OMB number. € tax laws of any state or local governments, or of any foreign government, that may be
applicable to a particular holder.

Although the notes are issued by us, they will be treated as if they were issued by Bank of America Corporation for
U.S. federal income tax purposes. Accordingly throughout this tax discussion, references to “we,” “our” or “us” are
generally to Bank of America Corporation unless the context requires otherwise.

This summary is directed solely to U.S. Holders and Non-U.S. Holders that, except as otherwise specifically noted,
will purchase the notes upon original issuance and will hold the notes as capital assets within the meaning of Section
1221 of the Code, which generally means property held for investment, and that are not excluded from the discussion
under “U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations” in the accompanying prospectus.

You should consult your own tax advisor concerning the U.S. federal income tax consequences to you of acquiring,
owning, and disposing of the notes, as well as any tax consequences arising under the laws of any state, local, foreign,
or other tax jurisdiction and the possible effects of changes in U.S. federal or other tax laws.

General

Although there is no statutory, judicial, or administrative authority directly addressing the characterization of the
notes, we intend to treat the notes for all tax purposes as income bearing single financial contracts with respect to the
Market Measure and under the terms of the notes, we and every investor in the notes agree, in the absence of an
administrative determination or judicial ruling to the contrary, to treat the notes in accordance with such
characterization. In the opinion of our counsel Morrison & Foerster LLP, it is reasonable to treat the notes as income
bearing single financial contracts with respect to the Market Measure. However, Morrison & Foerster LLP has
advised us that it is unable to conclude that it is more likely than not that this treatment will be upheld. This discussion
assumes that the notes constitute income bearing single financial contracts with respect to the Market Measure for
U.S. federal income tax purposes. If the notes did not constitute income bearing single financial contracts, the tax
consequences described below would be materially different.

This characterization of the notes is not binding on the IRS or the courts. No statutory, judicial, or administrative

Explanation of Responses: 3



Edgar Filing: STRYKER JON L - Form 4

authority directly addresses the characterization of the notes or any similar instruments for U.S. federal income tax
purposes, and no ruling is being requested from the IRS with respect to their proper characterization and treatment.
Due to the absence of authorities on point, significant aspects of the U.S. federal income tax consequences of an
investment in the notes are not certain, and no assurance can be given that the IRS or any court will agree with the
characterization and tax treatment described in this pricing supplement. Accordingly, you are urged to consult your
tax advisor regarding all aspects of the U.S. federal income tax consequences of an investment in the notes, including
possible alternative characterizations.

Unless otherwise stated, the following discussion is based on the characterization described above. The discussion in
this section assumes that there is a significant possibility of a significant loss of principal on an investment in the
notes.

We will not attempt to ascertain whether the issuer of any component stocks included in the Market Measure would be
treated as a “passive foreign investment company” (‘“PFIC”), within the meaning of Section 1297 of the Code, or a United
States real property holding corporation, within the meaning of Section 897(c) of the Code. If the issuer of one or

more stocks included in the Market Measure were so treated, certain adverse U.S. federal income tax consequences

could possibly apply to a holder of the
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notes. You should refer to information filed with the SEC by the issuers of the component stocks included in the
Market Measure and consult your tax advisor regarding the possible consequences to you, if any, if any issuer of a
component stocks included in the Market Measure is or becomes a PFIC or is or becomes a United States real
property holding corporation.

U.S. Holders

Although the U.S. federal income tax treatment of the interest payments on the notes is uncertain, we intend to take
the position, and the following discussion assumes, that the interest payments constitute taxable ordinary income to a
U.S. Holder at the time received or accrued in accordance with the U.S. Holder’s regular method of accounting. By
purchasing the notes you agree, in the absence of an administrative determination or judicial ruling to the contrary, to
treat the interest payments as described in the preceding sentence.

Upon receipt of a cash payment at maturity or upon a sale, exchange, or redemption of the notes prior to maturity, a
U.S. Holder generally will recognize capital gain or loss equal to the difference between the amount realized (other
than amounts representing any interest payment, which would be taxed as described above) and the U.S. Holder’s tax
basis in the notes. A U.S. Holder’s tax basis in the notes will equal the amount paid by that holder to acquire them.
This capital gain or loss generally will be long-term capital gain or loss if the U.S. Holder held the notes for more than
one year. The deductibility of capital losses is subject to limitations.

Alternative Tax Treatments. Due to the absence of authorities that directly address the proper tax treatment of the
notes, prospective investors are urged to consult their tax advisors regarding all possible alternative tax treatments of
an investment in the notes. In particular, the IRS could seek to subject the notes to the Treasury regulations governing
contingent payment debt instruments. If the IRS were successful in that regard, the timing and character of income on
the notes would be affected significantly. Among other things, a U.S. Holder would be required to accrue original

issue discount every year at a “comparable yield” determined at the time of issuance. In addition, any gain realized by a
U.S. Holder at maturity or upon a sale, exchange, or redemption of the notes generally would be treated as ordinary
income, and any loss realized at maturity would be treated as ordinary loss to the extent of the U.S. Holder’s prior
accruals of original issue discount, and as capital loss thereafter.

In addition, it is possible that the notes could be treated as a unit consisting of a deposit and a put option written by the
note holder, in which case the timing and character of income on the notes would be affected significantly.

The IRS released Notice 2008-2 (“Notice”), which sought comments from the public on the taxation of financial
instruments currently taxed as “prepaid forward contracts.” The scope of the Notice may extend to instruments similar to
the notes. According to the Notice, the IRS and Treasury are considering whether a holder of such instruments should

be required to accrue ordinary income on a current basis, regardless of whether any payments are made prior to
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maturity. It is not possible to determine what guidance the IRS and Treasury will ultimately issue, if any. Any such
future guidance may affect the amount, timing and character of income, gain, or loss in respect of the notes, possibly
with retroactive effect.

The IRS and Treasury are also considering additional issues, including whether additional gain or loss from such
instruments should be treated as ordinary or capital, whether foreign holders of such instruments should be subject to
withholding tax on any deemed income accruals, whether Section 1260 of the Code, concerning certain “constructive
ownership transactions,” generally applies or should generally apply to such instruments, and whether any of these
determinations depend on the nature of the Market Measure asset.

In addition, proposed Treasury regulations require the accrual of income on a current basis for contingent payments
made under certain notional principal contracts. The preamble to the regulations states that the “wait and see”” method of
accounting does not properly reflect the economic accrual of income on those contracts, and requires current accrual

of income for some contracts already in existence. While the proposed regulations do not apply to prepaid forward
contracts, the preamble to the proposed regulations expresses the view that similar timing issues exist in the case of
prepaid forward contracts. If the IRS or Treasury publishes future guidance requiring current economic accrual for
contingent payments on prepaid forward contracts, it is possible that you could be required to accrue income over the
term of the notes.

Because of the absence of authority regarding the appropriate tax characterization of the notes, it is also possible that
the IRS could seek to characterize the notes in a manner that results in tax
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consequences that are different from those described above. For example, the IRS could possibly assert that any gain
or loss that a holder may recognize at maturity or upon the sale, exchange or redemption of the notes should be treated
as ordinary gain or loss.

Because the Market Measure is an index that periodically rebalances, it is possible that the notes could be treated as a
series of income bearing single financial contracts, each of which matures on the next rebalancing date. If the notes
were properly characterized in such a manner, a U.S. Holder would be treated as disposing of the notes on each
rebalancing date in return for new notes that mature on the next rebalancing date, and a U.S. Holder would
accordingly likely recognize capital gain or loss on each rebalancing date equal to the difference between the holder’s
tax basis in the notes (which would be adjusted to take into account any prior recognition of gain or loss) and the fair
market value of the notes on such date.

Non-U.S. Holders

Because the U.S. federal income tax treatment of the notes (including the interest payments) is uncertain, we will
withhold U.S. federal income tax at a 30% rate (or at a lower rate under an applicable income tax treaty) on the entire
amount of the interest payments made unless such payments are effectively connected with the conduct by the
Non-U.S. Holder of a trade or business in the U.S. (in which case, to avoid withholding, the Non-U.S. Holder will be
required to provide a Form W-8ECI). We will not pay any additional amounts in respect of such withholding. To
claim benefits under an income tax treaty, a Non-U.S. Holder must obtain a taxpayer identification number and certify
as to its eligibility under the appropriate treaty’s limitations on benefits article, if applicable. In addition, special rules
may apply to claims for treaty benefits made by Non-U.S. Holders that are entities rather than individuals. The
availability of a lower rate of withholding under an applicable income tax treaty will depend on whether such rate
applies to the characterization of the payments under U.S. federal income tax laws. A Non-U.S. Holder that is eligible
for a reduced rate of U.S. federal withholding tax pursuant to an income tax treaty may obtain a refund of any excess
amounts withheld by filing an appropriate claim for refund with the IRS.

A Non-U.S. Holder will generally not be subject to U.S. federal income or withholding tax on any gain (not including,
for the avoidance of doubt, any amounts representing accrued interest which would be subject to the rules discussed in
the previous paragraph) from the sale, exchange or redemption of the notes or their settlement at maturity, provided
that the Non-U.S. Holder complies with applicable certification requirements and that the payment is not effectively
connected with the conduct by the Non-U.S. Holder of a U.S. trade or business. Notwithstanding the foregoing, gain
from the sale, exchange, or redemption of the notes or their settlement at maturity may be subject to U.S. federal
income tax if that Non-U.S. Holder is a non-resident alien individual and is present in the U.S. for 183 days or more
during the taxable year of the sale, exchange, or redemption and certain other conditions are satisfied.

If a Non-U.S. Holder of the notes is engaged in the conduct of a trade or business within the U.S. and if any interest
payment and gain realized on the sale, exchange, redemption, or settlement of the notes, is effectively connected with
the conduct of such trade or business (and, if certain tax treaties apply, is attributable to a permanent establishment
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maintained by the Non-U.S. Holder in the U.S.), the Non-U.S. Holder, although exempt from U.S. federal withholding
tax, generally will be subject to U.S. federal income tax on such interest payment and gain on a net income basis in the
same manner as if it were a U.S. Holder. Such Non-U.S. Holders should read the material under the heading “—U.S.
Holders,” for a description of the U.S. federal income tax consequences of acquiring, owning, and disposing of the
notes. In addition, if such Non-U.S. Holder is a foreign corporation, it may also be subject to a branch profits tax equal
to 30% (or such lower rate provided by any applicable tax treaty) of a portion of its earnings and profits for the taxable
year that are effectively connected with its conduct of a trade or business in the U.S., subject to certain adjustments.

A “dividend equivalent” payment is treated as a dividend from sources within the United States and such payments
generally would be subject to a 30% U.S. withholding tax if paid to a Non-U.S. Holder. Under U.S. Treasury
Department regulations, payments (including deemed payments) with respect to equity-linked instruments (“ELIs”) that
are “specified ELIs” may be treated as dividend equivalents if such specified ELIs reference an interest in an “Market
Measure security,” which is generally any interest in an entity taxable as a corporation for U.S. federal income tax
purposes if a payment with respect to such interest could give rise to a U.S. source dividend. However, Internal
Revenue Service guidance provides that withholding on dividend equivalent payments will not apply to specified ELIs
that are not delta-one instruments and that are issued before January 1, 2019. Based on our determination that the
notes are not delta-one instruments, Non-U.S. Holders should not be subject to withholding on dividend equivalent
payments, if any, under the notes. However, it is possible that the notes could be treated as deemed reissued for U.S.
federal income tax purposes upon the occurrence of
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certain events affecting the Market Measure or the notes, and following such occurrence the notes could be treated as
subject to withholding on dividend equivalent payments. Non-U.S. Holders that enter, or have entered, into other
transactions in respect of the Market Measure or the notes should consult their tax advisors as to the application of the
dividend equivalent withholding tax in the context of the notes and their other transactions. If any payments are
treated as dividend equivalents subject to withholding, we (or the applicable paying agent) would be entitled to
withhold taxes without being required to pay any additional amounts with respect to amounts so withheld.

As discussed above, alternative characterizations of the notes for U.S. federal income tax purposes are possible.
Should an alternative characterization, by reason of change or clarification of the law, by regulation or otherwise,
cause payments as to the notes to become subject to withholding tax in addition to the withholding tax described
above, tax will be withheld at the applicable statutory rate. Non-U.S. Holders should consult their own tax advisors
regarding the tax consequences of such alternative characterizations.

U.S. Federal Estate Tax. Under current law, while the matter is not entirely clear, individual Non-U.S. Holders, and
entities whose property is potentially includible in those individuals’ gross estates for U.S. federal estate tax purposes
(for example, a trust funded by such an individual and with respect to which the individual has retained certain
interests or powers), should note that, absent an applicable treaty benefit, a note is likely to be treated as U.S. situs
property, subject to U.S. federal estate tax. These individuals and entities should consult their own tax advisors
regarding the U.S. federal estate tax consequences of investing in a note.

Backup Withholding and Information Reporting

Please see the discussion under “U.S. Federal Income Tax Considerations — Taxation of Debt Securities — Backup
Withholding and Information Reporting” in the accompanying prospectus for a description of the applicability of the
backup withholding and information reporting rules to payments made on the notes.

PS-21

Explanation of Responses: 9



